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to a new ministerial decree all foreigners have to be
drafted into the International Brigade : " If you
please, Don Jose, here is your travelling pass for
Albacete." I scarcely had time to haul my belong-
ings out of the trench and to shake hands hastily
with some of the comrades. Manolo's last word
explained it all: " It will be easier to supervise you
out there/5 I then presented myself at divisional
headquarters in the Pardo, where I was received
in the friendliest manner. Cavada, who meanwhile
has become colonel, regrets my departure, and in
his own hand has written a letter of recommenda-
tion, and a sort of testimonial to the effect that he is
very satisfied with me, not only on grounds of cour-
age, but with regard to my work as a captain. A
staff car took me to Madrid. Before reporting at the
base of the International Brigade, I hurried along
to the Alianza to collect some of my things. In my
room I found a note from Maria Teresa, informing
me that I had received a permit for the writers5
congress and could obtain a travelling pass from
Miaja. This note is three days old; apparently
it was held back by Manolo. Upon whose orders ?